



Rockbridge Area Local Human Rights Committee






      Draft Minutes for



      

 Thursday, May 13, 2010
Members Present:
Paul Collins and Lesley Novack
Members Excused: 
James McDaniel, Leslie Cintron, Ron Telsch and Jean Kelser

 

Others Present:             
Donna Bright  and Steve Ramey of PHFS;   Beth Howell Wall Residences, LLC; Wanda Tyree, client; Debbie Shafer, Shafer Group Home; Sheri McGhee, Open Arms Haven:  Chuck Collins, Regional Advocate; Mike Gieseke-Smith, LHRC Liaison
Affiliates Excused: 
Family Preservation Services and Centra
Call to Order:

Lesley Novack called the meeting to order at 3:50 pm
Public Comment:
There was no public comment 
Approval of minutes:
Without a quorum, the minutes of November 12, 2009 and the minutes of February 25, 2010 could not be approved and will be presented for approval along with these minutes at the next schedule meeting.  
. 
Annual presentations:
Sheri McGhee gave her annual report to the committee. She also shared some information about a recent training that she had attended on handling difficult behaviors. The workshop was presented by Brian Post and Sheri had many very positive comments but the results she has seen in some of her residents since using the techniques she had been taught at the workshop. Mr. Post lives in Palmyra, Virginia but his techniques are use both nationally and internationally. His website is www.postinstitute.com. 
Restrictive plans:
Three restrictive plans were presented to and discussed with the Committee.

 For an individual in a Wall sponsored placement, a lightweight wedge was used to help position the client in bed up to eight hours per day (but the time used never exceeded two hours at a time) to help relieve a pressure sore before it developed into a decubitus ulcer. The local Human Rights Advocate had granted the provider emergency approval of the plan and Committee was now reviewing in it. The Committee granted approval for the treatment plan for up to one year in case that sore another should occur. It will be reviewed at the end of that year. 
RACS presented the annual review of a restrictive plan in which the individual wears a Velcro vest that is secured to a chair to keep the client in an upright position while eating. The Committee granted approval for the treatment plan for up to one year and then it will again be reviewed. 

PHFS brought back for an annual review a restrictive plan to keep locks on cabinets where food is stored do to the propensity of a resident to raid the cabinets and then hoard food in his/her bedroom. The client has made significant gains this year but is now under some stressors and the behavior is being seen again. The Committee granted approval for the treatment plan for up to one year and then it will again review the plan. 
Presentation of a Human 

Rights Complaint:
PHFS presented a staff to staff human rights complaint in which one staff reported that another staff had verbally abused a resident by the tone and loudness in which the resident was addressed. An internal investigation with the client reveled that the client did not feel that they had been verbally abused. The staff member accused is routinely loud to everyone she addresses. The complaint was unfounded but it shows an atmosphere of human rights when staff will report if they think a violation is occurring.  

Regional Advocate
 
Updates:
The term “interim” has been removed from the name of Jim Stewart and he is now the Commissioner of DBHDS. A major re-organization of Central Office is occurring. 


Chuck gave an update on a complaint that a client at RACS had presented and complimented JoAnne Harris, QI Director at RACS and John Young, Clinical Director at RACS for there review of the complaint. The client did receive the needed services.    

Committee Members

Comments:                   
Mr. Collins thanked PHFS for hosting the meeting and for providing the food for the cookout. 
 Chair Comments:
Ms. Novack said many nice things about the affiliates and the level of services that they provide. She also complimented for sharing information and for working together. She also thanked PHFS for hosting the meeting and for the cookout. 
Next Meeting date:
The next meeting will be August 19th, 2010 beginning at 12:00 noon. The meeting will be the Sheridan Livery restaurant in downtown Lexington. This will be the annual luncheon meeting.  
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 pm.  


Respectively submitted, 


Mike Gieseke-Smith


LHRC Liaison

